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Buckbrush Control

In March, K-State Rangeland Management Specialist Walt Fick presented in Alma during our Pasture
Management Meeting. One of the plants he highlighted was the unpopular shrub called buckbrush. Please read
on for Walt’s preferred methods to control buckbrush:

Buckbrush (Symphoricarpos orbiculatus), also known as coralberry, is a native perennial shrub found in the
eastern two-thirds of Kansas. The plant grows in open pastures and woodlands. It sends out “runners” and
produces a red fruit in the fall. A related species, western snowberry (Symphoricarpos occidentalis), is found
primarily in northcentral and northwest Kansas, and produces a white fruit.

Buckbrush is generally considered an undesirable plant in areas being grazed by cattle. Some birds and small
mammals use buckbrush patches for cover and nesting. Buckbrush can form dense patches or colonies that
shade out more desirable species used for grazing.

Topgrowth removal of buckbrush after the plants have leafed out and the nonstructural carbohydrates stored in
the roots are at a low level can be an effective control. One way to accomplish topgrowth removal is with
prescribed burning. Fire can be an effective control technique if burning is done in the late spring. It may take 2
or 3 years of consecutive burning to reduce buckbrush stands. If you missed the opportunity to burn this year or
are located in areas where burning wasn’t possible, mowing is an option. Again, it may take 2 or 3 years of
consecutive mowing at the proper time (generally early to mid-May) to reduce stands.

Herbicides can also be used to control buckbrush. The best time to spray occurs just as the leaves are starting to
change from a light to dark green color. This timing corresponds with the low point in the nonstructural
carbohydrate cycle. A number of herbicides can be used to spray buckbrush, but 2,4-D low-volatile ester
formulations at 1.5 to 2 Ibs/acre are usually quite effective.

If you are simultaneously trying to control other species, such as musk thistle, consider Chaparral (aminopyralid
+ metsulfuron) or Grazon P+D (picloram + 2,4-D). Chaparral can be used alone at 2 to 3 oz/acre for buckbrush
control, but | prefer adding 2 pint/acre of 2,4-D to 2 oz/acre Chaparral. Grazon P+D applied at 2-3 pints/acre
will provide acceptable control of both buckbrush and musk thistle. Caution should be used if treating cool-
season grasses with Chaparral. Grazon P+D is a restricted use pesticide. Always read the label when
considering the use of herbicides.

Use the rates listed on the label for all products mentioned. Brand names appearing in this column are for
product identification purposes only. No endorsement is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products
not mentioned.

For any additional information, visit the Extension Office (215 Kansas, Courthouse, Alma; kamayer@ksu.edu;
765-3821). For Bluestem Breezes archives, check out wabaunsee.ksu.edu.



