Bluestem Breezes
Karaline Mayer
April 4, 2016
For the Love of…..Purple?
I. Love. Purple! Purple ink pens. Purple shirts. My alma mater bleeds purple. Ok, so I love KState purple!
My love of purple ends though, exactly where the henbit begins. This week’s column discusses
this purple flowered weed and its friend chickweed. Read on for identification and control
measures from K-State Specialist Ward Upham:
The plant with the little purple flowers that have been showing up in home lawns is called henbit.
If you are not sure this is what you have, check the stems. If they are square rather than round,
you have henbit. A plant that also is low growing but has round stems and tiny white flowers is
chickweed.
Both these plants are winter annuals and start to grow in the fall.
They spend the winter as small plants and so most people do not pay much attention to them
until they start to flower in the spring. Trying to kill either one at this late stage with a herbicide
usually is a waste of time and money. Though plants may be burned back, they will rarely be
killed. So what should you do? Remember, these are winter annuals that will die as soon as the
weather turns hot. Keep the lawn mowed until nature takes its course.
However, you can do something next fall that will help next spring. Henbit and chickweed
usually germinate about mid-October. Spraying with 2,4-D, Weed-B-Gon, Weed Free Zone,
Weed Out, or Trimec in late October to early November can go a long way toward eliminating
these plants as they are small and relatively easy to control. Choose a day that is at least 50
degrees F so the young plants are actively growing and will take up the chemical.
Spot treating will probably be needed in the spring (March) to catch the few plants that
germinate late. Use Weed Free Zone, Speed Zone, Weed Out, Weed-B-Gon, Trimec, or one of
the special henbit herbicides early in the spring before they have put on much growth.
Brand names appearing in this publication are for product identification purposes only. No
endorsement is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not mentioned.
For additional information, visit the Extension Office (215 Kansas, Courthouse, Alma;
kamayer@ksu.edu; 765-3821). For Bluestem Breezes archives, check out wabaunsee.ksu.edu.

